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His Majesty the King of the Hellenes and His Ma~
jesty the King of Greal Britain, Ireland and the British:
Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India ;

Being desirous to render mutual assistance in the
conduct of legal proceedings in civil and commercia
matters which are being dealt with or which it is anti-
cipated may be dealt with by their respective judicial
authorities ; ;

Have resolved to conclude a Convention for this
purpose and have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries :

His Majesty the King of the Hellenes

Monsieur Charalambos Simopoulos, His Envoy

Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary

in London ;

and

His Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and

the British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor

of India @ ‘

For Great Britain and Northern Ireland :
The Right Honourable Robert Anthony Eden,
M.C., M.P., His Principal Secretary of State for
“ Foreign Affairs ; :

Who, having communicated their full powers, found

in good and due form, have agreed as follows i~
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I.—Preliminary.
Article 1. '
(a) Except wheve the coptrary is expressly stafed,
this Convention applies only to civil and commercia|
matters, including noncontentious matters,

(b) In this Convention the words -—

(1) «territory of one (or of the other) High Contry
cting Party» shall be interpreted (a) in relation to His
Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and the Bri-
tish Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, as
meaning England and Wales and all territories in res-
pect of which the Convention is in force by reason of
extensions under Article 15 or accessions under, Article
16 ;and (b)in relation to His Majesty the King of the
Hellenes, Greece ; ' '

(2) «persons» shall be deemed to mean individuals
and artificial persons ; o -
(3) «artificial persons» shall be deemed to include

- partnerships, companies, sociebies and other corporations

(4) «subjects of a High Contracting Party» shall
be deemed to include artificial persons econstituted or
incorporated under the laws of the territory of such
High Contracting Party ; '

(5) «subjects of one (or of the other) High Con-
tracting Party» shall be deemed (a) in relation to His
Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and the
British Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India,
to mean all subjects of His Majesty wherever domi-
ciled, and all persons under His protection ; and (b)in
relation to His Majesty the King of the Hellenes, all
Greek subjects. . 4

I1.—Service of Judicial and Extra-Judicial Documents.
Article 2. .

(a) When judicial or extra-judicial documents

drawn up in the territory of one of the High Conbracting

~Parties are required by a judicial authority situated

therein to be served on persons in the territory of the
other High Contracting Party, such documents may
be served on the recipient, whatever his nationality,
by any of the methods provided in Articles 3 and 4
in all cases where such method of service is recognised
by the law of the country of origin. .

(b) In Part Il of this Convention the expression
«country of origin» ‘means the country from which the

~documients to be served emanate, and the expression

«country of execution» means the country in which
service of documents is to be effected. : -
Article 3. .
(a) A request for service shall be addressed and
sent by a Consnlar Officer acting for the country of
origin to ‘the competent authority of the country of
execution, requesting such authority to cause the do-
cument in question to be served. -

(b) The request for service shall be drawn up it

.the language of the country of execution and sha

state the names and descriptions of the parties, the
name, description and address of the recipient, and the
nature of the document to be served, and. shall enclos?
the document to be served in duplicate, . = -+ -

(c) The document to bhe served shall either be
drawn up in the language of the country of execution
or be accompanied by a translation into such language
Such translation shall be certified as correct by a Cow
sular Dfficer acting for the country of origin,
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(d) Beqﬁests for service shall be addressed and sent-

. In England to the Senior Master of the
Court of Judicature. ‘
In Greece to the Procureur of the Tribunal of First

Supreme

‘Instance within whose jurisdiction the person, on whom

the documents are to be served, resides, or, in case of
doubt, to the Ministry of Justice. '

If the authority to whom a request for service has
heen sent is not competent to execute it, such autho-
ity shall (except in cases where execution is refused
In accordance with paragraph (f) of this Article) of
his own motion forward the request to the competent

“authority of the country of execution.

(e) Service shall be effected by the competent
authority of the country of execution, who shall serve
the document in the manner preseribed by the muni-
cipal law of such country for the service of similar do-
cuments, except that, if a wish for some special man-
ner of serviee is expressed in the. request for service,
such manner .of service shall be followed in so far as

it 18 not incompatible with the law of that country.

() The exeention of a request for service, duly
made in accordance with the preceding provisions of
this Article, shall not be refused unless (1) the authen-
ticity of the request for serviceis not established, or
(2) the High Contracting Party in whose territory it is
to be executed considers that his sovereignty or safety
would be compromised thereby. .

(g) In every instance where a request for service
is not executed by the authority to whom it has been
sent, the latter will at once inform the Consular Officer
by whom the request was sent, stating the ground on
which the execution of the request has been refused or
the competent authority to whom it has been forwarded.

(h) The authority by whom the request for ser-
vice is executed shall furnish a certificate proving the
service or explaining the reason which has prevented
such service, and setting forth the fact, the manner and
the date of such service or attempted service, and shall
send the said certificate to the Consular Officer by
whom the request for service was sent. The certifi-
cate of service or of attempted service shall be.placep
on one of the duplicates or attached thereto.

: Article 4.
(a) Service may be effected, without any request
to or intervention of the authorities of the country of
execution, by any of the following methods +—

(1) By a Consular Officer acting for the country
of origin ; . :

(2) By an agent appointed for the purpose either
by the judicial authority of the eountry of origin or by
the party on whose application the docament was
issued ;

(3) Through the post; or

(4) By any other method of service which is not
illegal, under the law-existing at the time of service, in
the country of exeecution. ‘

(b) All documents served in the manner provided
in {1) of the preceding paragraph shall, unless the reei-
pient is a subject of the High Contracting Party from
whose territory the docament to be served emanates,
either-be drawn up in the language of the eountry of

- execution or be accompanied by a translation into such

language, certified as corvect as preseribed in Arti-
cle 3 (¢).
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(c) The High Contracting Parties agree that in
principle it is also desirable that the provisions of para-
graph (b) of this article should apply to documents ser-
ved in the manner provided in (2), (3) and (4) of pa-
ragraph (a) of this Article. Nevertheless, in the absence

of any legislation in their respective territories making

translations obligatory in such cases, the High Con--
tracting Parties do not accept any obligation in this
respect, . , -

(d) Tt is understood that the question of the vali-
dity of any service effected by the use of any of the
methods referred to in paragraph (a) of this Article will
remain a matter for the free determination of the res--

~pective courts of the High Contracting Parties in accor- |

dance with their laws.
~ Article5. .

(a) In any case where documents have been ser-
ved in accordance with the provisions of Article 3, the
High ‘Contracting Party, by whose Consular Officer
the raquest for service was addressed, shall repay to
the other High Contracting Party any charges and ex-
penses which are payable under the law of the country
of execution to the persons employed to effect service,
and any charges and expenses incurred in effecting
service in a special manner. These charges and expenses
shall not exceed such as are usually allowed in the
courts of that country. '

(b) Re’paymant of these charges and expenses sha |
be claimed by the competent authority by whom the
service has been effected from the Consular Officer by

whom the request was addressed, when sending to him

the certificate provided for in Article 3 (h).

(c) Except as provided above, no fees of any des]
cription shall be payable by one High Contracting Part{
to the other in raspact of the service of any documents’

III.—Taking of Evidence.

. Article 6. :

(a) When a judicial authority in the territory o--
one of the High Contracting Parties requires that evi-
dence should be taken in the territory of the other High
Contracting Party, such evidence may be taken, wha-
tever the nationality of the parties or witnesses may be,
in any one of the ways prescribed in Articles 7 or 8."

{b) In Part I_II of this Convention, the expressions—

(1) «Taking of evidence» shall be deemed to in-
clude the taking of the statements of a plaintiff, defen-
dant, expert or any other person on oath or otherwise ;
the submission to a plaintiff, defendant, expert or any
other person of any oath with regard to any legal pro-
ceedings ; and the production, identification and exa-

~ mination of documents, samples or other objects.

(2) «Witness» shall be deemed to include any per-
son from whom any evidenee, as defined above, is re-
quired to be taken.

(3) «Country of origin» shall be deemed to mean
the country by whose judicial authority the evidence
is required, and .«country of executiony,the country
in which the evidence is to be taken.

oo Article 7. : .
(a) The judicial- authority of the country of origin
may, in accordance with the provisions of the law of
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his country, address himself by means of a Letter of
Reques{;.j;o the competent authority of the country
of execution, requesting such authority to take the evi-
dence. . ’

(b) The Letter of Request shall be drawn up in
the language of the country of execution, or be accom-
panied by a translation into such language. Such trans-
lation shall be certified as correct by a Consular Officer
for thekcountry of origin. The Letter of Request shall
state the nature of the proceedings for which the evi-
dence is required, giving all necessary information in
regard thereto, the names of the parties thereto, and
the names, descriptions and addresses of the witnesses.

* They shall also either (1) be accompanied by a list of

interrogatories put to the witness or witnesses, or, as
the case may be, by a description of the documents,
samples or obther objects to be produced, identified or
examined, and a franslation thereof, certified as correct
in the manner heretofore provided ; or (2) shallrequest
the competent authority to allow such questionsto be
asked vivA voce asthe parties or their representatives
shall desire to ask.

(c) Letters of Request shall be transmitted—
ni In England by a Greek Consular Officer to the Se-

or Master of the Supreme Court of Judicature.

In Greece by a British Consular Officer to the Pro-
cursur of ths Tribunal of First Instance within whose
jurisdiction the witnesses are resident, or, in case of
doubt, to the Ministry of Justice.

In case the authority to whom any Latter of Re-
quest is transmitted is not competent to execute it, such
authority shall (except in cases where execution is
refused in accordance with paragraph (f) of this Article)
of his own motion forward the Lotter of Request to
the competent authority of the country of execution.

(d) The competent authority of the country of
execution shall give effect fo the Letter of Request
and obtain the evidence required by the use of the
same compulsory measures and the same procedure
as are employed in the execution of a commission or
order emanating from the authorities of his own country,
except  that if a wish that some special procedure
should be followed is expressed in the Letter of Re-
quest, such special procedure shall be followed in so far
as it is not incompatible with the lawof the country
of execution. o ,

(e) The Consular Officer, by whom the Letter of
Request is transmitted, shall, if he so. desires, be infor-
med of the date when and the place where the procee-
dings will take place, in order that he may inform the
interested party or parties, who shall he permitted
to be present inperson or to be represented, if they so de-
sire, by barristers or solicitors or by any representatives
who are competent to appear hefore the courts either
of the country of origin or of the country of execution.

(f) The execution of a Lettor of Request which
complies with the preceding provisions of this Article
can only be rafused—

T(1) I the authenticity of the Letter of Request
is not established ;

(2) I, in the counfry of execution, the evecution
of the Letter of Request in question does not fall within
the functions of the judiciary : : ’

(3) If the High Contracting Party in whose fer-
ritory it is fo be executed considers that his sovereignty
or safety would be compromised thereby.
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(2) In every instance where g Letter of Request ;
not executed by the authority to whom it is addresse
the latter will at once inform the Consular Officer Iy
whom it was transmitted, stating the grounds on whig
the execution of the Letter of Request has been refused,qg
the competent authority to whom it has been forwardy

(b) When a Letter of Request has been execuy

the competent authority to whom it was transmitty

or forwarded shall send tothe Consular Officer by why
it was transmitted the necessary documents estabj
shing its execution.

Article 8.

(a) The evidence may also be taken, without ap
request to or the intervention of the authorities of the
country of execution by a person in that country dire
ctly appointed for the purpose by the court of th
country of origin. A Consular Officer acting for th
country of origin or any other suitable individual ma
be so appointed. ‘]
re {b) A person so appointed to take evidence my
h quest the individuals named by the court appointii

im to appear before him and to give evidence. He mg
ake all kinds of evidence which are not contrary i
the law of the country of execution, and shall have powd
to administer an oath. The attendance and givingd
evidence before any such person shall be entirely vo
luntary and no measures of compulsion shall b
employed.

(¢) Requests to appear issued by such person shal

“unless theé recipient is a subject of the High Contractin

Party for whose judicial authority the evidence is re
quired, be drawn up in the language of the countr
of execution or be accompanied by a translationint
sach language. '

w (d) The evidence may be taken in accordanc
cith the procedure recognised by the law ofth
ountry of origin, and the parties will have th
right to be present in person or to be represented b
barristers or solicitors of that country or by represer
tatives who are competent o appear before the court
either of the country of origin or of the country o
execution.
Article 9. :
The fact that an attempt to take evidence by th
method laid down in Article 8 has failed owing to th
refusal of any witness to appear or to give evidence dot

not preclude a request being subsequently made !

accordance with Article 7. :
Article 10. .
~ {a) Where evidence is taken in the manner prov
ded in Article 7 the High Contracting Party, by whot
judicial authority the Letter of Request was addre
sed, shall repay to the other High Contracting Part]
any expenses incurred by the competent authority ¢
the latter in the execution of the request in respect!
any charges and expenses payable to witnesses, expert
interpreters, or translators, the costs of obtaining th
attendance of witnesses who have not appeared volul
tarily, and the charges and expenses payable to &
person whom such authority may have deputed to 8¢
in cases where the law of the country of execution p
mits this to be done, and any charges and expen’
incurred by reason of a special procedure being reft
ested and followed. These expenses shall be such a8 &
usually allowed in similar eases in the courts of g
country of execution,
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(b) The repayment of these expenses shall be ¢lai-
med by the competent authority by whon the Letter
of Request has been executed from the Consular Offi-
cer by whom it was transmitted when sending to him
the documents establishing its execution as provided
in Article 7 (h). ‘

(c) Except as above provided no fees of any des-
cription shall be payable by one High Contracting
gart.y to the other in respect of the taking of evi-

ence. : '

IV.—Judicial Assistance for Poor Persons and Security
, for Costs.
- Article 11.

The subjects of one High Contracting Party resi-
dent in the territory of the other High Contracting Party
shall not be compelled to give security for costs in anv
case where a subject of such other High Contracting
Party would not be so compelled.

: Article 12.

(1) The subjects of one High Contracting Party
shall enjoy in the territory of the other High Contra-
cting Party a perfect equality of treatment with sub
jects of the latter High Contracting Party as regards free
legal assistance for poor persons.

(2) The provisigns of this Article apply to cri minal
as well as to civil and commercial matters, but do not
apply to artificial persons.

V.—General Provisions.
Article 13,

Any difficulties which may arise in connexion with
the operation of this Convention shall be settled through
the diplomatic channel. .

Article 14. N
-The present Convention, of which the English and
Greek texts are equally authentic, shall be subject to
ratification. Ratifications shall be exchanged in Athéns,
The Convention shall come into force one month aftcr

“the date on which ratifications are exchauged and

shall remain in force for three years after the date
of its coming into force. If neither of the High Con-
tracting Parties shall have given notfice through the
diplomatic channel to the other not less than six
months bafore the expiration. -of the said period of
three years of his intention to terminate the Cor-
vention, it shall remain in force until the expiraticn
of six months from the day on which either of the

High Contracting Parties shall have given notice

to terminate it,
' Article 15.

(a) This Convention shall not apply ipso jure o
Scotland, Northern Ireland, the Channel lIslands, tie
Isle of Man, nor to any of the Colonies, overseas terri-
tories or Protectorates of His Majesty the King of Greut
Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions beyond the
Seas, Emperor of India, nor to any territories undir
His suzerainty, nor to any mandated territories in ves-
pect of which the mandate is exercised by His Govern-
ment in the United Kingdom, but His Majesty m:y
at any time, while this Convention is in force under Arti-
cle 1% by a notification given through His Minister 1
Athens, extend the operation of the Convention
to any of the above-mentioned territories.

K -
M .

(b} Such notification shall state the authorities in
the territory concerned to whom reguests for- servien
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‘under Article 3 or Letters of Request under Artid
are to be transmitted, and the language in whic
munications and franslations are to be made. The{
of the coming into force of any such extension shel
one month from the date of such notification.

(c) Either of the High Contracting Parties may
any time after the expiry of three years from tpy
ming into force of an extension of this Conventiy
any of the territories referred to in paragraph.(@j
this Article, terminate such extension on Siving
months’ notice of termination through the diplom
channel. o 7

(d) The termination of the Convention yy
Article 14 shall, unless otherwise expressly agn
to by both High Contracting Parties, ipso |
terminate it in respect of any territories to which
has been extended under paragraph (a) of this Arf

Article 16. ‘
(a) The High Contracting Parties agfee that]
Majesty the King of Great Britain, Ireland and thel
tish Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India,
at any time, while the present Convention is in f%
either under Article 14 or by virtue of any acces
under this Article, by a notification given through!
diplomatic channel, accede to the present Conven
in respect of any other Member of the British (s
monwealth of Nations whose Government may dy
thiat such accession should be effected, provided 1
no notification of accession may be given at any fi
when His Majesty the King of the Hellenes has gi
notice of termination in respect of all the territo
of His Majesty to which the Convention applies.
provisions of Article 15 (b) shall be applicabl
such notification. Any such accession shall take el
one month after the date of its notification.

(b) After the expiry of three years from the d
of the coming into force of any accession under pa
graph (a) of this Article, either of the High Contract

- Parties may, by giving six months® notice of term

tion through the diplomatic channel, terminate
application of the Convention to any country in?
pect of which a notification of accession has been giv
The termination of the Convention under Articl
shall not affect its application to any such count

_(¢) Any notification ofaccession under paragr
(a) of this Article may include any dependency or I
dated territory administered by the Government of
country in respect of which such notification of acd
sion is given ; and any notice of termination in resp
of any such country under paragraph (b) shall aply
any dependency or mandated territory which was_
cluded in the notification of accession in respect of tl
country,

In witness whereof the undersigned have signed t
present Convention, in English and Greek texts, 2
have affixed thereto their seals.

- Done in duplicate at London, the 27th day of!
bruary, 1936, ' :

CHs SIMOPOULOS
“A. EDEN



